
The Social Development Research Center has received a grant to conduct an “Impact Study on the Education 

Projects of Peace Corps Philippines.” Headed by Behavioral Sciences faculty member Ma. Teresa G. de Guzman with 

co-faculty Dindo Café, Alvaro N. Calara, Maria Judy San Juan, 

Enrico Baula and Leah Veneessa Valbuena as researchers, and 

other research assistants from the Visayas and Zambales        

(Merilla May Bation, Mary Jane Louise Bolunia, Jacqueline 

Avecilla-Calimlim, Vanessa Malaga and Herbert Nalagay), the 

study will document the impact of Peace Corps Volunteers 

(PCVs) based on their experience in the Philippines. It will 

assess the impact of the Volunteers' activities associated with 

education projects based on the two Peace Corps objectives: 

1) Helping people of interested countries in meeting their need 

for trained men and women; and 2) helping promote a better 

understanding of the Americans among Filipinos. 

Five hundred and thirty (530) interviewees from 26 sites nationwide are expected to participate in the project. 

Results of the data gathered will be studied through a domain analysis to describe the cultural patterns in each 

region. This will provide the cultural meanings of the informants based on their particular socio-cultural situation. A 

phenomenological/heuristic analysis will likewise be conducted to frame and nuance the informants' experiences, 

especially in relation to the members of the Peace Corps. The project will run for 4 months from September 1, 

2010 till the end of December 2010.
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SDRC Receives Grant for Peace Corps Study 

SDRC has been selected to participate in the Green Ventures database pilot project at DLSU. This was 

announced during the Research Fellows and Associates meeting held on August 13 at Andrew Hall 1602. 

A presentation about the project, which proposes a centralized database system for the University, was 

made by Chelsea Celestino, a member of the College of Computer Science faculty. 

see page 2

Contract signing for the “Impact Study on the Education Projects
of Peace Corps Philippines” project is entered into by and between 

the U.S. Peace Corps represented by Mr. Charles O. Enciso and 
SDRC represented by Dr. de Guzman

Green Ventures Pilot Project Announced during Fellows’ Meeting



Green Ventures, from page 1

Ms. Celestino introduced the Green Ventures 

project as the initiative of Alvin Chua, who won in 

the University competition. She explained that 

the proposed database would integrate existing 

database systems at DLSU. Since the preliminary 

focus of the database is on research, data to be 

included is that involving ongoing projects, 

publications, MOAs, and conference attendance 

records. Because a partner was needed in order 

to implement the system, SDRC was volunteered 

to participate in the pilot project.

Ms. Celestino pointed out that Green Ventures 

will provide a convenient way of accessing data, by 

making data automated. Likewise, it will make the 

retrieval of data from faculty (which is currently 

being done through the FSO form) easier, as this 

can be sourced from the faculty members' 

profiles. Moreover, through the system, forms 

can be filled out online; data will be saved; and 

validation (submission to Chair)/reports can be 

done through the capturing of data by the system. 

If successful, it is hoped the system can be adopted 

by the University.

Also discussed during the Fellows meeting were 

new project proposals, the status of ongoing 

SDRC projects, initiatives toward project 

development, coordination between SDRC and 

the College of Liberal Arts Research and 

Publications Office, and clarification on policies 

regarding retired research fellows.

New SDRC Director Appointed for AY 2010-2011
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Dr. Ferdinand D. Dagmang, an associate 
professor of the Theology and Religious Studies 
Department, has been appointed the new 
director of the Social Development Research 
Center beginning AY 2010-2011.

Dr. Dagmang obtained his Ph.D. in Religious 
Studies from the Catholic University of Louvain 
and his M.A. in Theological Studies at Maryhill 
School of Theology in Quezon City. Prior to his 
current position at SDRC, he served as Graduate 
School Coordinator of TRED and as College 
Research Council representative for CLA.

He has published articles and monographs on the 
subjects of ethics, sexuality, popular religion and 
culture and, for the College of Liberal Arts, he has 

served as editor of the Asia-Pacific Social Science 
Review. Most recently his book The Predicaments of 
Intimacy & Solidarity: Capitalism and Impingements 
was published by Central Book Supply, Inc. for 
DLSU. 
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Visiting Researcher Discusses Post-Colonial 
Health Perceptions in Contemporary Philippines 

SDRC Visiting Researcher John Friend shared the 

initial findings of his dissertation study in a 

presentation entitled “Discipline, Health, and the 

Shaping of Medical Perceptions and Practices: 

Toward a Theory of Biological Citizenship in the 

Philippines” on June 21 at the Ariston Estrada 

Seminar Room. A faculty member of the 

Department of Political Science at the University 

of Hawaii at Manoa, Mr. Friend focused on 

providing a working definition of “biological 

citizenship” and on a background of medical 

perceptions stemming from “the birth of 

Bacteriology and the 'New Public Health'.” 

Mr. Friend traced the birth of “Bacteriology” to 

the disease theories of the 19th century. The 

“New Public Health” emphasized the “cultivation 

or care of the self,” and resulted in the 

establishment of schools for the study of tropical 

medicine to help acclimatize the Europeans to the 

areas they settled.

“Biological citizenships,” as explained by           

Mr. Friend, stem from Paul Rabinow's concept of 

“biosociality,” or the formation of social identities 

associated with the biologicalization of the self. 

“Biological citizenships” have two dimensions: the 

collectivized, and the individualized. As a result of 

the “New Public Health,” there was a shift from a 

population environment-based approach to an 

individualistic laboratory-based approach. 

Individuals thus came to be referred to as “Germ 

Distributors,” “Chronic Carriers,” or “Healthy 

Carriers.”

At the end of his presentation, Mr. Friend 

discussed how health perceptions and practices 

continue to be influenced by American public 

health in contemporary Philippines. This can be 

seen in the role of science and technology in 

shaping the perception and treatment of 

individuals with HIV/AIDS. The disease is 

portrayed as a debilitating and disgraceful one, 

which specific groups (homosexuals, commercial 

s e x  w o r k e r s ,  b a l i k b a y a n s ,  f o r e i g n  

visitors/tourists– especially the U.S. Military and 

call center workers) are blamed for spreading. 

This enables the state to “police” HIV “fugitives” 

through forced testing and meticulous 

surveillance, and through the control of “at risk” 

behavior. 

The presentation was attended by members of 

the CLA faculty and graduate students of the 

Masters in Health Social Science program of the 

Behavioral Sciences Department.

Mr. Friend was a visiting researcher at the Social 

Development Research Center from May 31 to 

June 26. For his dissertation research he reviewed 

archival material and publications on American 

public health campaigns in the Philippines during 

the U.S. occupation, as well as accessing 

documents and policy papers at the Department 

of Health and the Department of Science and 

Technology.
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SDRC Participates in Health Promotion Fair 
The Social Development Research Center was 

among the exhibit participants during the Family 

Planning Health Promotion Fair held on June 21, 

2010 at the Manila Grand Opera Hotel. 

Sponsored by the Department of Health, in line 

see page 5

with Research Center Directors
SDRC Staff Participates in CLA Workshop 

with its theme “Planuhin ang pamilya, Planuhin ang 

kinabukasan,” the opening program was 

highlighted by the presentation of the FP 

Communication Strategy and Communication 

Package, and their endorsement by DOH 

Secretary Esperanza Cabral. Responses were 

rendered by DOH partners, among them the 

Philippine Non-Government Organization 

Council on Population, Health, and Welfare, Inc. 

(PNGOC), represented by former SDRC 

Research Fellow Pilar Ramos-Jimenez.  

Included in the SDRC exhibit were materials on 

the projects Young Men's Reproductive Health; 

Behavior Change Communication (BCC) Training 

for Program Managers for Reproductive Health 

The Director and Core Staff of the Social 

Development Research Center participated in the 

College of Liberal Arts workshop with research 

center directors and staff on June 25, 2010 at 

Andrew Hall. The workshop was held for 

purposes of standardizing practices in all of the 

CLA research centers; to share experiences; and 

to discuss policies relevant to the Center. 

As SDRC was the longest existing center among 

the three centers at CLA (which also include the 

La Salle Institute of Governance and the 

Bienvenido N. Santos Creative Writing Center), 

the core staff together with Nelly Ann Cruz of the 

University Research Coordination Office (URCO) 

were asked to share their knowledge of practices 

in fund management and budgeting, research and 

publications, and procedures in conducting 

conferences. 

Dean Exaltacion Lamberte pointed out that 

conducting the workshop was timely since the 

directors for all three centers were newly 

appointed for AY 2010-2011: Dr. Ferdinand 

Dagmang for SDRC, Mr. Antonio Pedro, Jr. for 

LSIG, and Dr. Gerardo Torres for BNS-CWC.
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International Colloquium on Population Displacements 
Attended by SDRC Research Fellow 

Alicia Manlagnit, Project Director of the study 

“Forced to Flee by Nature: Perception and 

Experiences of Displaced People in a Rural 

Philippine Municipality,” and project research 

assistant Kay Katherine Zabala attended the 

International Colloquium for Latin America and 

A s i a  o n  “ U n d e r s t a n d i n g  Po p u l a t i o n  

Displacements: A Plurality of Views from the 

University” held from June 21-24 in Bogotá, 

Colombia. The colloquium was sponsored by the 

International Federation of Catholic Universities 

Center for Coordination of Research, in 

collaboration with the Universidad Santo Tomás 

in Bogotá.

The inaugural conference on “The Issue of 

Displacement in the Current World Context” 

was led by Mr. Johan Ketelers of the International 

Catholic Migration Commission in Switzerland. 

Ms. Manlagnit sat on the panel on “Displacements 

by Natural Disasters” representing the DLSU 

System for the Philippines. All of the research 

teams from Latin America, the Near East and Asia 

involved in the CCR-IFCU international project 

“Insights into Displaced Populations,” of which the 

“Forced to Flee by Nature” study is a part, were 

invited to participate in the Colloquium.            

Ms. Manlagnit was joined on the panel by 

representatives of the Universidad Católica de 

Honduras in Honduras and the Université Notre 

Dame d'Haiti in Haiti. Other panel presentations 

centered on displacements by regional urban 

development, by sociopolitical violence, and in 

relation to gender dynamics. 

SDRC Participates, from page 4

Ms. Manlagnit and Ms. Zabala 
with IFCU President Dr. Anthony J. Cernera 

and Advocacy; Capacity Building on Leadership 

and Program Management:  Focus on 

Reproductive Health; and Assessment of Health 

Systems' Performance for Local Government 

Units. Publications displayed included the book 

Quality of Family Planning Counseling: Lens from 

Stakeholders; the monograph series on Gender 

Sexuality & Reproductive Health in South East 

Asia; and the conference proceedings for 

Improving Quality of Care in Family Planning 

Services.   



Rethinking Perspectives and Practices: 
SDRC Forum Conducted on Poverty in Philippine Cities 

The Social Development Research Center held a 

research dissemination forum entitled “Rethinking 

Perspectives and Practices: Poverty in Philippine 

Cities” on February 18, 2010 at the Ariston Estrada 

Seminar Room. The main paper was presented by 

Dr. Exaltacion E. Lamberte, Dean of the College of 

Liberal Arts and SDRC Research Fellow. Her paper 

primarily highlighted some of the findings of the 

SDRC study “Poverty in Philippine Cities Viewed 

from a Multi-Dimensional Lense,” which focuses on 

aspects in which there is a dearth of information in 

local research.

The study covered many dimensions and subject 

areas of poverty, but for this particular 

dissemination, the discussion was limited to a) poor 

people's concept of poverty; b) perceived essentials 

for a decent life; c) dynamics of poverty as 

experienced by the poor themselves; d) children's 

poverty; and e) manner in which the poor view local 

and national elections.

A DLSU-Manila student leader, the University social 

action office director, and a representative of local 

government units composed the panel of reactors 

to Dr. Lamberte's presentation. Specifically, Lorenz 

Pielle De Castro, DLSU-Manila College Assembly 

President, cited the need for social welfare agencies 

to emphasize the importance of the value of the 

family over the usual basic priorities such as food. 

Lourdes Melegrito, Director of the DLSU Center 

for Social Concern and Action (COSCA), stressed 

that the role of the government in the poor's exit 

from poverty must be more clearly defined. 

Milagros Reusora, Social Welfare Officer of the 

Department of Social Welfare and Development 

Training and Research Unit of the City of Manila, 

explained that national and local governments work 

together to provide income for the poor, and that 

the city government focuses on education in its 

programs to address the problem of poverty. 

In response, Dr. Lamberte shared the reactors' 

concern that poverty is not only persistent, but is in 

fact increasing. She acknowledged the need for 

poverty reduction programs to be more systematic 

and to employ monitoring schemes that, among 

others, can enable funding agencies to require 

proponents to report not merely on research 

findings but more significantly on specific outcomes. 

She also called attention to the need for 

strengthening the psycho-cultural-sociological 

forces from which social relationships can grow, as a 

step toward the desired exit from poverty.

The forum was attended by faculty and students, 

and representatives from ChildFund Philippines, 

Concordia Children's Services, the National 

Nutrition Council of the Department of Health, 

ERDA Foundation, Inc., Families and Children for 

Empowerment and Development (FCED), 

Homeless People Federation Philippines, Inc., the 

Committee on Poverty Alleviation of the House of 

Representatives, and the National Anti-Poverty 

Commission. 
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Research Fellows Deliver Professorial Lectures
 on Child Trafficking, Highland Growers

Two of the Center's research fellows delivered 

professorial lectures at DLSU during the month of 

March.

On March 11, Dr. Jesusa Marco, Associate Vice 

Chancellor for Research and Learning, and Holder of 

the Fr. William Hayes SJ Professorial Chair in Social 

Services, presented her paper entitled “Alternative 

Care for Trafficked Children: A New Beginning?” at 

the Ariston Estrada Seminar Room. Focusing on the 

issue of child trafficking and exploitation, the paper 

was divided into four segments: society's role in the 

protection of children; human trafficking as a form of 

slavery in the modern world; a description of “The 

Round Home,” a safehome located south of Manila, 

which Dr. Marco helped to develop;  and a sharing of 

her observations and insights involving the children at 

The Round Home.

Among the observations and concerns Dr. Marco 

cited were the manner in which the children manifest 

the subculture of human trafficking, as seen in their 

behaviors and attitudes; the children's perceiving 

themselves as “adults,” as projected in their 

grooming and the way they carry themselves; the 

children's not seeing themselves as being trafficked, 

as the result of their being trained early on, often by 

family, to earn a living; and the children's apparent 

lack of understanding regarding safety issues. The 

paper concluded by emphasizing that alternative 

home care is only a temporary solution for 

empowering children who have been subjected to 

human trafficking, although they can contribute 

significantly to reinforcing the resilience of children. 

On March 17, meanwhile, Dr. Ma. Elena Chiong-

Javier, former SDRC Director and Holder of the 

Professorial Chair in Health Social Science, spoke on 

“Dualistic Vegetable Supply Chain: Opportunities and 

Constraints for Bukidnon Highland Growers” in a 

paper presented at the Yuchengco Seminar Room.  

The paper sought to describe the dual vegetable 

supply chain, to identify the opportunities and 

constraints faced by small farmers who participate in 

this dualistic chain, and to provide implications and 

recommendations for agricultural policies and 

programs. 

In her paper, Dr. Javier pointed out that there were 

several opportunities open to small farmers. Among 

these were that the Philippines has a comparative 

advantage in horticultural production (fresh agrifood); 

the world trend in vegetable consumption is 

increasing due to growing urban populations and the 

desire for a healthy lifestyle and “safe” food; the 

current demand for quality and processed foods 

because of consumers' increasing purchasing power; 

an increasing market share of the corporate food 

system because of the desire for convenience, in 

7
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SDRC Director Ferdinand D. Dagmang was among 

the research center directors who participated in 

the joint workshop for the College of Liberal Arts 

research centers' directors, College Research 

Committee (CRC) representatives, and graduate 

studies coordinators held on July 9, 2010 at Andrew 

Hall 1602. 

Presided over by CLA Research and Publications 

Director Coordinator Feorillo Petronilo A. 

Demeterio, the workshop was held to address the 

need to involve graduate students in faculty 

research, which is one of the College's strategic 

thrusts, by strengthening the research centers at 

CLA. Moreover, the workshop sought to identify 

interdisciplinary programs and research thrusts to 

accommodate graduate students in research tasks 

that could result in the formation of multidisciplinary 

programs. The interfacing of some of the College's 

graduate programs to develop more streamlined 

SDRC Director Participates 
in CLA Joint Workshop

response to fast-paced urban living; the Philippines has the highest four-firm concentration ration in Asia for 

retail and processing; and vegetable productivity has been increasing over the past 30 years at a faster rate 

than that of growth in planting areas.

Based on the findings of the study, it was recommended that: an accessible and functional market information 

system be established for small farmers; farmers be provided with knowledge about grades and standards 

covering vegetables and strengthening their application; support be provided for farmers' clustering approach 

to improve profitability through direct linkage with modern chains and export markets; small farmers be 

protected from unfair trade competition; and producers be provided with the appropriate supply chain 

orientation.

Research Fellows, from page 7

courses, and a review of the graduate students' 

manuals to clarify policies, were likewise discussed.

During the workshop, the CLA research center 

directors were tasked to go through the database 

files for publications of CLA professors and identify 

recurring themes (after which more researches 

could possibly be generated); identify which faculty 

were the most productive for these themes; 

document problems concerning faculty research; 

and look into ways of encouraging graduate students 

to work at the CLA research centers. 

DR. FERDINAND D. DAGMANG
Director

For comments and inquiries, we may be contacted at:

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH CENTER
3/F William Hall Building, 2401 Taft Avenue, Manila 1004 Philippines

Website: www.dlsu.edu.ph/research/centers/sdrc       E-mail:  sdrc@dlsu.edu.ph
Telephone No. (632) 524-5349     Telefax No. (632) 524-5351
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